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Theory and Practice of International Relations, (Prentice Hall, N.J. 1966), pp.368-381.
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* Sultan Qaboos in an Interview to The “Times Of Oman Newspaper”- Oman, 22 October 1984.
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Abstract

This study has aimed to shed light on the Umani foreign policy between

Alliances and power balances from 1970 through 2000.

The signifance of this study stems from being the first Academic work about
the Umani foreign policy from 1970 through 2000 as the Umani experience on the
foreign policy level represents unique model of foreign policy management whereas
it combines the principle of alliances and power balances more than any other entity

in the gulf regional framework.

The study has adopted mainly the method of decision making in the foreign
policy which focuses on the approach taken by the decision maker in the process of
making up the foreign policy. The process as such tackles several aspects some of

which are subjective while the others are institutional .
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The researcher, as well utilized in this study the historical qualitative method
with the aim of historical and chronical review for events and for the international
policy developments that the Umani foreign policy had encountered. The study has

covered four major chapters, namely :

The first is theoretical documented chronology for some of the primary issues
of which is the concept of the foreign policy, the methodology of studying the foreign
policy, the tools of the foreign policy and the aims of the foreign policy. The second
chapter dealt with the process of decision making in the foreign policy in respect of
broaching the process of decision making in the foreign policy and the subjective and
organizational dimension. The third chapter handled the gulf regional framework of
the Umani foreign policy in respect of its role in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
and its role in the Arab State League It has emphasized as well on the Umani foreign
policy in respect of its impact in the arab — arab relations and the relation between
Umani Sultanate with Saudi Arabia Kingdom, the Hashemte Kingdom of Jordan, the
Egyptian Arab Republic, the Morocaan Kingdom, Yemeni Republic as well as its
relation with the states of Arab Emirates . The chapter tackled as well the Umani
stance regarding arab causes top of which is the Palestinian cause, the Lebanese crisis
Iraqi - Irani war, Iraqi — Kuwaiti crisis, As for the fourth chapter it dealt with
international framework of the Umani foreign policy and its relation with the super
powers, namely, USA , Ex. Soviet Union (Federal Russia), China and European
Union (EU) with Particular stress on the main European interests in the arab gulf
area, the gulf European dialogue and the relation of Uman with two EU. States ,
namely Britain and France. Finally approached the future of the foreign Umani

relations.
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The study has reached to prove that the Umani foreign policy was based on
alliances and power balances from 1970 through 2000 and suggested that balancing in
international relations is considered a primary reauirement that developments require
which the international system (Community) is witnessing either on the level of

relations between the two super powers or on the regional levels.

Due to that its policy dictate, for the sake of its national interest to create a balance in
the area, which is fruit of the commendable policy decreed by His Majesty Sultan
Qabus which adopted the following policy mainstays : Adopting a policy of good
neighboring with the internal Affairs of others, respect towards laws and int’L
support for all Gulf states , support for all arab countries and backing up all the issues
that concern the arab world , support for Islamissues and backing up the just African
issues Adopting non-alignment policy and establishing amicable relations with all

friendly states.
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